by Adrian Despres

A spiritual awakening is what happens when revival spreads—when one heart
catching fire turns into many, until the flame jumps from person to person
across a whole region or nation. A revival is what happens in one heart, one
room, or one town. An awakening is what you get when a whole bunch of those
revivals start happening at once, in a lot of places, until the spread covers a
nation or even the world. A revival is a single fire. An awakening is what
happens when enough fires catch at the same time, and the whole region
lights up.

THE HEARTBEAT OF REVIVAL

Leonard Ravenhill said it best. “Revival is the finger of God pointing right at your
sin.” When a preacher opens the Word and something in us moves, when we
stop loving sin, that is revival showing up. The Old Testament word for that is
shuv, which means to turn back. The New Testament word is metanoia, which
means to change your mind. Put them together and you get a picture of a
person walking hard in one direction, in sin, who decides to turn around and
start walking toward God instead.

That is what repentance is. Every great preacher in the New Testament built
their ministry on this one word, because repentance is the birthplace of revival.

FROM REVIVAL TO AWAKENING

So, if revival is one heart catching fire, turning back to God, and then refusing to
keep that fire to itself, what is spiritual awakening? It is what happens when
that fire spreads. Most people call the Wesley and Whitefield movement in the
1750s the First Great Awakening, but | believe the real first one was the
Reformation, when Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door and lit a spiritual fire
that spread across an entire continent.

Then came the one most people number first, when George Whitefield and
John Wesley preached so powerfully that 80% of the bars in the 13 colonies shut
their doors when Wesley's horse rode into town.

A third one came around 1805, when it was said that those who were listening
held onto the backs of pews so hard that you would have thought they were
trying to keep themselves from sliding into hell.

WHY THIS DISTINCTION MATTERS

If revival is the spark and awakening is the spread, then the thing standing
between the two is almost always training.

Whitefield himself said something that has stuck with me for years. He said his
converts were like “grains of sand passing through his hand.” Wesley's converts,
on the other hand, ended up in church, because Wesley built discipleship. He
started the Methodist movement. He trained people.

That is the real tragedy of stopping at revival. A heart gets set on fire, and then
nobody hands it any fuel. It burns bright for a season and then it goes out, not
because God failed, but because there was no net to catch the new believer
and train them to follow Jesus.

SPIRITUAL ADDITION AND MULTIPLICATION

There is a trap a lot of churches fall into without meaning to. Someone has a
powerful encounter with God, gets plugged into leadership, and the church
quietly hands them the job of reaching people. Now the evangelist evangelizes,
and the rest of us get to sit back and feel like we have done our part by
showing up and clapping.

That is spiritual addition: one person doing the work while everybody else
watches. What we actually need is spiritual multiplication, which means every
person who gets revived turns around and trains the next one. That is the only
way to reach the world. You have to increase the number of messengers
sharing the Gospel. And that only happens when you train every new believer
to share the Good News.

WHERE DO YOU START?

If you are reading this and asking yourself, “What is spiritual awakening and
how do | get there from wherever | am sitting right now,” here is my honest
answer. It starts in exactly one place, and it is not a strategy meeting or a new
program. It starts with you calling out to Jesus in your life.

Ask Him to do in you what He has done in the lives of men and women
throughout history who got close to Him and were never the same again. The
closer you get to Jesus, the more your heart starts beating like His does, and the
more your eyes open to the people around you. You stop seeing certain groups
of people as the enemy and start seeing them as your mission field. The world is
not divided into Christians versus everyone else; it is Christians reaching
everyone else.

Revival is what God does in you. Awakening is what happens when enough
people let that revival turn into action and pass it on to somebody else. We
need the finger of God pointing at our complacency just as much as we ever

needed it pointing at our sin. If you encounter Jesus, you will naturally take part
in His mission.

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING STARTS WITH ONE HEART
TURNING BACK TO GOD, AND THEN REFUSING TO
KEEP THAT FIRE TO ITSELF.
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