HOW TO SUPPORT MISSIONARIES:

by John Vermilya

-l Pray for Them with Purpose

If you know what they are dealing with, pray those specific
prayers. If you don't know exactly what they are dealing
with, pray for them as the ordinary people they are with all
the ordinary (and not-so-ordinary) problems that they face.
Pray for them in the same way you pray for yourself. Pray for
their health. Pray for their marriage. Pray for their kids. Pray
for their protection. Pray that God blesses their ministry.

Give, and Give Faithfully 2

Scripture tells us that where our treasure is, our heart is
there also (Matthew 6:21). God's heart is in the mission
field. If you want your heart to be where God's heart is,

give, generously. Consistency is key. Of course, life has a

way of throwing curve balls, and we can't always maintain
our giving. But many missionaries are barely funded or
underfunded. Losing financial support as a missionary is a
big deal.

3 Encourage Them on Purpose

Scripture tells us to build each other up (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
A simple text saying "l prayed for you today!" means more
than people realize. Little things matter more than we think.
A care package with something you cannot get overseas tells
a missionary they are remembered. These days that might
be an eBook or a gift card instead of a box at customs, but
the heart behind it is the same.

Stay Connected 4

Paul wrote that he thanked God every time he
remembered the Philippian church (Philippians 1:3). The
simplest way to stay connected is also the most boring
sounding one. Read the newsletters missionaries send.
They will shape how you pray, how you give, and how you
encourage. And if you can, respond to their update letters.
Ask thoughtful questions about what they are doing
(avoid questioning why they are doing it). Show real
interest in their stories. You can walk alongside them by
asking good questions and listening well.

5 Care for the Whole Family

It is easy to focus on the missionary doing the work and
forget the spouse and kids standing right beside them.
The whole family is in the field. Remembering the whole
family in your prayers, in your giving, and in your care for
the missionary is a big deal.

Now that | am a pastor, we have made it a goal of our
missions giving at the church to be very generous and to
go above and beyond. We give Christmas bonuses for the
specific purposes of blessing families, knowing they are all
in the field. The response has been overwhelming. So
many of our church members have been blessed to
participate in blessing these whole families.

Welcome Them Home 6

Romans tells us to welcome one another (Romans 15:7).
There is an old story about missionaries who spent thirty
years in Africa and came home on the same ship as a
former president. Thousands of people waited on the dock
for the president with a band playing, while the
missionaries quietly walked off to nobody at all. The
husband told his wife this was not the welcome home he
had hoped for. She reminded him they were not home yet,
that the real homecoming awaited them in heaven. But on
this side of heaven, we can still try. Meals, a place to stay,
help getting settled back into a church, any of it counts. We
welcome back the soldiers of our country.

Be a Champion for
Their Mission

Advocate for them. Talk about them to your Kids, your
friends, and your church. Romans asks how people will
hear if no one is sent (Romans 10:14-15). There are senders,
there are those who go, and there are people in between
who connect the two. Being a champion for a missionary,
the kind of person willing to ask others on their behalf, can
mean more to that family than almost anything else,
because asking for support is lonely and hard. Scripture
says even the feet of those who carry good news are
beautiful feet, and | believe that means we owe them
honor, not just polite support.

The missionaries you support said yes to God's call. But so did you.
Whether you go or send, you are God's Plan A—there is no Plan B.
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