HOW TO FIND A CHURCH

A Giele Glepploy Stepr Gpeide

The church isn't just a building you show up to on Sunday; it's the living,
breathing body of people who follow Jesus together. Jesus never meant for you
to follow Him alone. Whether you just met Him last week or you've been
walking with Him for forty years, you were made to do this with other people.
That's not an opinion; that's the whole design (Hebrews 10:24-25).

1. START WITH WHO YOU KNOW

If you're brand new to faith, this could be a good first question: who introduced
you to Jesus? | assume that you heard about Jesus because somebody told you,
somebody prayed with you, somebody handed you a Bible or sat across a table
from you and shared their story.

If you have found that person to be trustworthy, you can start by calling that
person. Ask where they go to church and possibly go with them.

2. SEARCH FOR A CHURCH THAT TRUSTS THE BIBLE

Try this exact search: “churches near me that believe the Bible.” What you're
looking for is a church that treats the Bible as true—not just a good book with
good ideas, but as the very words of God, without error, meant to guide your
whole life (2 Timothy 3:16).

Faithfulness to God's Word is essential to a good church. The Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association has created an online search tool that can help you
find churches that believe and teach the Bible. Check it out here:
https://churches.goingfarther.net/

Here's what to avoid: there are some groups that claim the Bible is
authoritative, but they don't teach that way. Two of the most commmon are the
LDS church (the Church of Latter-day Saints) and Jehovah's Witnesses. Both
groups distort God's Word and the person of Jesus in ways that place them
outside historic Christian teaching.

3. FIND A CHURCH CLOSE TO WHERE YOU LIVE

A good church isn't just something you attend. It's a commmunity of people you
live near. When your church is ten or twenty minutes away, you start bumping
into those people at the grocery store, you can grab dinner on a Tuesday, you
can show up when someone is sick, and you can actually do life together
instead of just sitting near each other once a week.

If you're ever forced to choose between a church that's close but doesn't teach
truth, and a church that's further but gets God's Word right, choose truth every
time. However, when both are available, go with the closer one.

4. LOOK FOR A CHURCH THAT LIVES OUT THE GREAT COMMISSION

Before Jesus left this earth, His very last words to His followers were
instructions: go, make disciples, baptize them, teach them. Go to every nation.
Go to the ends of the earth (Matthew 28:19-20).

This is called the Great Commission—the mission Jesus personally handed to
every person who follows Him. The word ‘commission’ here means an
assignment or task given directly to you by someone with authority.

When you walk into a church, ask yourself: does this place believe they're part
of Jesus' story, or do they think Jesus is part of their story?

5. DONT LET THE SMALL STUFF DISQUALIFY THE RIGHT PLACE

Here's where people go sideways: they find a church with great teaching, a
heart for the lost, and real community, but the music isn't their style. Maybe the
church takes communion every week instead of once a month, or the chairs are
kind of uncomfortable.

The style of music, the order of the service, the color of the carpet... these are
what | call minors: they are real, they matter a little, but they are not what you
build your church search around. If you start there, you will never find the right
place, because something will always bother you, and if it's always about what
you like, it will always be about you.

LEARNING HOW TO FIND A CHURCH IS ONE OF THE BEST
THINGS YOU CAN DO AS A NEW OR GROWING BELIEVER
—BUT IT'S JUST ONE PIECE OF THE JOURNEY.
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